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0SD BUT COLBY'S TESTIMONY WAS CONTRADICTED BY SEVERAL WITNESSES, THE
mea ST DAMAGING OF YHICH yAS FROM K. BARTON OSBORN, WHO WORKED AS AN

STAT e/ INTELLIGENCE OPERATIVE IN THE PROGRAM. OSBORN SAID RECONNAISSANCE

. GHITS SENT OuT TO FIND THE SUSPECTS “HAD THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE

TOHERMAR 25SASSINATIONS.” HE ALSO SAID THAT IN HIS EXPERIENCE, THOSE WHO

ASSASSINATIONS.”™ HE ALSO SAID THAT IN HIS‘EXPERIENCE; THOSE WHO WERE
CAPTURED WERE TORTURED TO DEATH OR THROWN FROM HELICOPTERS, MANY BY

.5, SOLDIERS,
THE REPORT SAID OSBORN®S CHARGES WYERE “yNOFFICIALLY CALLED TO THE {
ATTENTION OF Ao HIGH-RANKING DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL IN A STAFF !
ﬁQEFEREﬂCE.‘ TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE COMMITTEE, THERE HAS BEEN NO
EFFORT BY DOD TO PURSUE THE SERIOUS CHARGES OF THE CRIMES DESCRIBED
“?DER OATH BY MR. OSBORN IN HIS TESTIMONY, THESE CHARGES SHOULD BE
EITHER SUBSTANTIATED OR REPUDIATED AFTER AN IMPARTIAL AND THOROUGH
INVESTIGATIOR,™

- THE REPORT CALLED ON DEFENSE SECRETARY MELVIN R. LAIRD TO "FULLY
INVESTIGATE THESE ALLEGATIONS OF CRIMES COMMITTIED BY U.S. MILITARY
FIRSONNEL IN SOUTH VIETNAM AGAINST CIVILIANS SUYSPECTED OF VIET CONG
ACTIVITIES.”
- THE REPORT SaID THERE WERE "SERIOUS QUESTIONS™ ABOUT THE WAY THE
PHOENIX PROGRAM OPERATED.

“SPECIFICALLY, IT yAS DEVELOPED DURING THE HEARINGS THAT THE USE OF
*GUOTAS® AND THE °*TARGETING® OF VIET CONG SUSPECTS IS OFTEN BASED ON ?
FAULTY INTELLIGENCE, SOMETIMES SUPPLIED BY INDIVIDUALS HAVING ULTERIOR[
P3TIVES,"-THE REPORT SAID,. :

THE REPQRT POINTED OyT THAT ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL FIGURES, 20,587
2JSPECTED VIET CONG AGENTS WERE KILLED FROM 1968 THROUGH MQY, 1971.

1T IS IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO WYOWDER HOyW MANY OF THESE PERSONS WERE
THE INNOCEMT VICTIMS OF FAULTY INTELLIGENCE,” THE REPORT S5AiID, “THE
COMMITTEE CAN THIHK OF NO OTHER U.S.-FUNDED OR SyPPORTED PROGRAM IN

Comm THICH THE COHSEQUENCES COF INEFFICIENT MANAGEMENT ARE S50 EXTREME.”

THE SUBCOMMITTEE SAID IT yAS NOT EVEN ABLE TO DETERMINE HOW MUCH

YeS. MONEY WAS DEVOTED TO THE PROGRANM.

PR P

These comments represent the initial and tentative »r: ~otion of the
Offzce of Curvent Intelligence to the attached item ) < the news
services.
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ee 1eport, ob-

_tained by United Press Inter-
national,” said it was »possible‘
that many of the more than
20,000  suspected _Vietcong

-of faulty intelligence. =~
. The private report of the
‘Houge Foreign Operations and
Governinent Information. . Su
committee, based on a field tr
- to South Vietnam apd, Hearings
beld over. a Iwo-year period,
questioned “the serious moral
congiderations of mezﬁ&m(?!@?
for a program that has _al-
legedly included torture, mur-
der and inhumane fr
South,Vietna,m,e.se% ns,”
+ Such cha;ges, said the report,
wer€ “unofficially called to the
attention of a high-ranking De-
fense Department official in a
staff conference [but] there has
been no effort by D.0.D. to
.putsite the serious charges.”
. “These charges .should be
jeither _substantiated or re
ated after an impartial and
thorough investigation,” the re-
portsad. -
“Testimony by Ex-Agent
The charges cited by the sub-
comthittee were based mostly.
on “festimopy by K. Barton
Osborn, an American who
worked as an intelfigence
in the phoenix program.
He testified, before, the sub-
“compmnittee that 1 1aissance
units sent out to find Vietcong
suspects “had the primary mis-
. sion,, of assassi ey LLOM,
. his_experience, he said, sus-
- pects who were captured were
oither tortured to dJeafh or’
throgwn from helicopters, fre-
quetitly by American soldiers. |
. ’%e Phoenix program, started
in 1968, was grganized to iden-
tify -members of the Vietcong
and, to  ‘“neutralize’ . them
through death or imprisonment. |
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7 c;zw entagon |

§Tbility for overseeing the Phoe-

enf of |

|subcommittee said: “If was de-
{veloped during the hearings;
- |that the use of ‘quotas’ and thel

‘targeting’ of Vietcong suspects, .

tives.” :

—ling to official figures, 20,587
‘Isuspected Vietcong agents were

. . NEW YORpprovatkRor Release 2@@@@3%‘%&90415%0@@@@0015-9 3

ngs in Vietnam

ark, T, Colpy, a diplomat
whq_served "as g, political of-
ficer in Saigon and had respon-

nix program, told the subcom-
mittee that it was “not a pro-
gram of assassination” and
that, except in a few instances,
the suspects were killed only
when they resisted arrest.
But, Mr. Osborn, under ques-

tioning by the subcommittee}
chairman, William S. Moorhead, i
Democrat of Pennsylvania, and!

Representative Paul N. McClos-|
key, Republican of California,{
testified in July, 1971, that he|
had seen civilians thrown from|
helicopters by United States
soldiers to scare other suspects

STAT

into, ad pe that they were
member the Viet Cong;
' ]

forces. o !
_The former agent also said

he had seen Americang slowly
starve a wofnan to death and
that some, suspects had had
rods slowly tapped into their
ears umtil their brains were
penetrated.

He said that Americans’
“knew unofficially” it was pref.
erable to kill suspects rather|
than go through the “adminis-|
trative problems and procedure”
of detaining them.

Citing “serious questions”
about the Phoenix program, the

is often based on faulty intelli-{
gence, sometimes Supplied by
individuals having ulterior mo-

The report said that, accord-

killed from 1968 through May,
1971 :
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